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Physically the Indus plain Is not unlike that of the Ganges,
but in climate and vegetation it differs to a great extent. The
influence oi the monsoon is slight, except in the northern plains
of the Punjab, where along a comparatively narrow belt, which
really forms an extension of the western division of the Ganges
plain, and which stretches from the Jumna to the Jhelura, the
rainfall varies from 30 inches in the east to 15 or 20 inches in the
west. To the west and south-west lies a dry area with a rainfall
from 5 to 15 inches, or even less. For a discussion of economic
potentialities, this region may be divided. In the basins of the
rivers forming the Panjnad, and in that of the Indus, a certain
amount of settlement, based on irrigation from rivers or wells, is
possible, but in the Thar or Indian desert a small nomadic
population is all that can find subsistence.
The third great physical region is that of peninsular India. Here
the east and west coastal plains may be distinguished by their
topography and climate from the Deccan proper, where the region
covered by the black soil, the north-eastern Archaean area with
its high rainfall, and the southern Archaean area with its low
rainfall, must all be treated separately.
THE HTMAIAYAM REGION. Except indirectly, the Himalayan
regKwTIs^^                                           The physical difficulties
facing the cultivator are naturally great, and in many places means
of communication are practically, if not entirely, wanting. Hence
it is that the Mongoloid tribes, who, except in Kashmir, form the
bulk of the population, add very little to the output of the country.
Rice and maize' are grown on the outer ranges* such as the Siwaliks,
and on the lower slopes o* the Himalayas; while in the hot, moist
valleys, chillies, turmeric, and ginger are cultivated. On the higher
hills, wheat, barley, and the poorer grains form the staple crops. In
the north-west, the vale of Kashmir in the basin of the Jhelum is
noted for its fertility, and silk, tea, and the fmits of temperate
climates can all be successfully cultivated. There are extensive
tea plantations round Darjeeling and some of less importance cm
the lower ranges farther to the north* The numerous hill
stations* used as health resorts, make life in India bearable to the
European.                                                 , .
, THE   NORTH-WEST  BORBEHLAHB   includes   the
districts of the North-West Frontier Province, British '.